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DISCLAIMER:  This map, and the information contained herein are in no way, shape, or form sanctioned by or 
connected with Ars Technica, LLC. ("Ars"), a for-profit Limited Liability Company organized and existing under 
the laws of Massachusetts, based at 144 Floral Avenue, Malden, MA, 02148.

This map is owned and controlled by the Author, who retains all right, title, and interest in and to the Content. 
The Content is protected by the copyright and trademark laws of the United States and other countries, 
international conventions, and other applicable laws. You may not display, reproduce, create derivative works 
from, transmit, sell, distribute, or in any way exploit this map or any portion thereof for any public or 
commercial use without the prior written permission of the Author.

NOTE:  Every reasonable effort has been made to assure the accuracy of this map. The Authors do not assume 
any liability arising from use of this map. THIS MAP IS PROVIDED WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, either 
expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a 
particular purpose. 

SOURCES:  This map has been prepared for the inventory of participants in a grass roots GIS project; it has been 
based on BEST AVAILABLE data.   Base map data provided courtesy of the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS); the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS, managed by the USGS); the Bahai Computer and 
Communication Assocaition (www.bcca.org); and the United States Census Bureau.

Users of this map are hereby notified that the aforementioned public primary information sources should be 
consulted for verification of the information contained on this map.

AUTHOR:  The author of this map may be contacted for further information at thrillhouse@gmail.com.

ALL DATA REFLECTED HEREIN IS BASED ON AN INFORMAL VOLUNTARY CENSUS 

CONDUCTED IN 2004.  SEE SYNOPSIS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

SYNOPSIS:  This map, is the result of a joint collaboration project between a few members of 
www.Arstechnica.com's OpenForum.  The map began as a simple ZIP code map created by 
me (thrillhouse) based on input into a thread in the Lounge.  While the maps were well 
received, there was much outcry from our non-US based Arsians.

A few days after releasing the ZIP Code Based Maps, I was contacted by waubers, who offered 
to set up a website and collect more data for the project, in an effort to expand the mapping 
to include our world-wide Arsians.  We managed to decide on what data to collect, and 
waubers set up a web site in order to collect the data.  The collection proceeded well, but 
topped out around 700 or so Arsians...far short of the rumored numbers of readers.

I contacted Caesar, who gave his permission for me to spam the other fora on Ars in an effort 
to attract as many users as possible.  All told,  roughly 2900 Arsians participated in the data 
collection.

Once the data was collected and downloaded, the laborious task of cleaning the data and 
reconciling it to my existing databases began (thank you, Stepenpit).  The problems were 
numerous, ranging from misspellings and abbreviations to language issues and font 
mapping.  Eventually, all Arsians but three were accounted for.  The data was scrubbed, 
converted into Shapefiles (a GIS format), and was then used to create the various post count 
models you see here.

A word on Geographic Information Systems (GIS) data:  While the actual Arsian database was 
very small (157kb), the models this project generated range up to a few Gigs of data.  Some of 
the software used includes ESRI's Arcview, ArcGIS, Spatial Analyst, Paint Shop Pro, Adobe 
Illustrator, and Map Publisher.  For those of you interested, feel free to send me an email with 
any questions or comments. 

My intent with these maps was merely to show Arsians how close they are to one another, 
and to illustrate the popularity of a wonderful internet community.

I have really enjoyed working on this map.  Eventually, I'd like to set up a dynamic mapping 
system, but then, we'd like lots of things....  

Thanks again to waubers, without whom none of this would have been possible.

Cheers!
thrillhouse
thrillhouse@gmail.com
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